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Itôs Time For 
ENROLLMENT  

2009-2010 

New Students may petition us for enrollment as of May 1st  

 
 (To get started, fill out paperwork, read our handbook, and pay the fee as stated below) 

 

  K4yrs-3rd gradeséRegistration 50.00 

 &Books éééé.é.. 200.00 

 

  4-8th gradeséé...Registration 50.00 

 &Books éééééé 225.00 

 

  9-12th gradeséé..Registration 50.00  

& Bookséééééé 250.00  
 

2,750.00 per year(10 mo) payments of 275.00 per month 

  

August-May 
Or 

June-May(12 mo) payments of 230.00 per month 
(sorry, no discount for more children) 

 

We can now accept payments by every major 

Credit card through our  

Bella Notte Culinary Facility  

in Estancia (Friday-Sunday)  

      

 Looking back is often hard 

instead of rewarding, but nonetheless 

necessary from time to time.  We came to 

the Estancia area 17+ years ago.  We had 

the hope of owning more land than we 

ended up with, but in actuality, 80 acres is 

enough.  One of the large barns offered 

opportunity to be cleaned up, pour cement 

flooring, rewire, plumb, and be divided 

off with rooms.  This became our elemen-

tary. 

 

 We actually started in the larg-

est barn at tables and gave each student a 

fly swatter until the other barn was ready 

for occupancy. It was a slow beginning 

and seemed like forever before we grew, 

but we did. 

 

 Today we are still a small 

school, but have expanded our buildings, 

programs, and interiors. 

 

 Perhaps the most constant thing 

about us is our desire to make a difference 

in a childôs life.  This takes on many 

faces.  We have now raised over 46 stu-

dents in our home, seen about 2000+ 

students go through our school here and 

another 2000 in the school we had in 

Albuquerque prior to moving here. 

 

 Each one that works at Liberty 

has a ñcallingò on their life to be a teacher 

and mentor.  We donôt look at this as a 

ñjob,ò but as our ministry. When we say 

calling we are talking about a lifeôs work 

that we are equipped to do by Devine 

inspiration from God.  If you are not 

called by God, given special gifts of love 

first, patience, gentleness, etc., to do this 

job, you will not last here.  Some have 

come to work here, but have since moved 

on because they lacked that calling from 

God to do the necessary work.  Perhaps 

this is one of the most defining differ-

cause to fight for the underdog...even if 

that person is wrong, they still deserve 

respect, they might say.  In 12th they are 

adults and no one needs to guide their 

lives any longer.  They look for apart-

ments and colleges to leave home to fi-

nally get some respect for being able to 

handle their own lifeé.you get the idea.  

Boys have their own countdown too. 

 

 All the above says a great deal 

about educating todayôs kids.  Learning 

takes a back seat to all the drama kids go 

through, but it is still vital to put educa-

tion into them.  We have managed to do 

this over the years and are happy to say 

our kids are placing high on ACTôs.  Our 

graduates excel in college.  Balancing 

intellect and Godliness is so important, 

without it, some kids fail.  

 

 Weôre here to meet the needs of 

those who desire to come to Liberty.  We 

take it serious and put in extra hours to 

bring inspiration and continuing academic 

excellence to each student. 

 

 We want to thank our commu-

nity for giving us the opportunity to help 

where we can.  We appreciate the support 

of many businesses who do what they can 

to care for children.  It says a lot about 

our community to have such support.  We 

appreciate the support of Title I+ money 

shared by the public school, that adds so 

much to our program too. 

 

 We are a mission, not just a 

school.  We offer 7 languages, up-to-date 

programs, comply with mandates of the 

state, provide a safe environment, and can 

take your child into 2 years of college 

preparedness past high school.  We have 

computers in all classroom areas, with 15 

in the jr. & sr. high alone.  We offer an 

Elementary  Library of over 5000 books. 

ences between us and most teachers.  

There are a lot of dedicated teachers in 

the public system and some that are spe-

cial, gifted, and understand what we are 

talking about.  Unfortunately, many see it 

as a job, just working for the payday, and 

should not be teaching children.   It isnôt 

our job to  judge who is good and who 

isnôt.  Letôs just say some would willingly 

admit they hate kids.  I canôt imagine why 

they would want to be a teacher? 

 

 We enjoy what we do.  It is 

exciting the moment that a child under-

stands a concept, grows, and learns they 

can be intelligent.  Intelligence must be 

taught!  If you listen to a child talk for 

awhile, you get a pretty good idea where 

to start.  It isnôt always because of testing 

that you see a need. 

 

 Inspiring a child to become 

their personal best is the most important 

thing we can do.  Helping them discover 

who they are inside, their talents, building 

self-esteem and confidence is a must.  It 

is working against the normal times when 

all kids want to shut down, think they are 

funny looking, voice changes, awareness 

of the opposite sex, and mostly realization 

they canôt stay a little child any longer.  It 

takes that gentle nudge to get them past 

their selves and the enemy within.  I am 

reminded of the high school girls who 

canôt communicate in 9th grade, feel awk-

ward, and then there is the ñ my family 

are so lame,ò attitudes.  If mom likes 

pink, they hate that color.  One girl was 

going to leave home because her mom 

expected her to dress in the same blouse 

and pants as she did.  In 10th they are 

focused on getting their driverôs license 

and need for support, so they cool it a 

little, they all want to be hairdressers or 

decorators and now CSI agents with sexy 

low cut tops.  In 11th grade they take up a 

 (Not that often am I so inspired by some-

one elseôs work that I stop the press and glean vital 

information...this is one of those times. The article 

was written by Daniel R. Willingham and called 

ñWhy Donôt Students Like School?ò) 

 

Question:  Why is it difficult to make 

school enjoyable for students? 

Answer:  The brain is not designed 

for thinking.  Itôs designed to save 

you from having to think, because the 

brain is actually not very good at 

thinking.  Thinking is slow and unre-

liable.  Still people enjoy mental 

work if it is successful, because they 

like to solve problems, but not to 

work on unsolvable problems.  If 

schoolwork is always just a bit too 

difficult for a student, it should be no 

surprise that they donôt like school 

much. Our brains were designed not 

for thought, but for the avoidance of 

thought. 

 
In an empty room are a candle, some matches, 

and a box of tacks.  The goal is to have the lit 
candle about five feet off the ground.  Youôve 

tried melting some of the wax on the bottom of 

the candle and sticking it to the wall, but that 
wasnôt effective.  How can you get the lit can-

dle to be five feet off the ground without you 

having to hold it there? 

 

Twenty minutes is the usual maxi-

mum time allowed and few people 

are able to solve it by then, although 

once you hear the answer you realize 

that itôs not especially tricky.  You 

dump the tacks out of the box, tack 

the box to the wall, and use it as a 

platform for the candle. 

 

 This problem shows three 

Continued on page 4 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

¶ Navy blue with white lettering 

¶ Youth S,M,Lé.7.50 

¶ Adult S, M, L, xLé..7.50 

¶ Adult 2x, 3xé.9.50 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We hope to have regular sweatshirts and hooded sweatshirts available this fall. 
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         10% discount for Seniors on Tues., Wed., & Thurs. 

Mexican & 
 American 
& Steaks 

To Go Orders 

832-

4442 

Open Daily 

El Comedor De Anayas 
TRY  OUR  DAILY  BUFFET 

 STURGES     
                                               

 Market  
 

              

 

LIBERTY NEWS 
OPEN 

MondayðSaturday  

8:30 AM  ð 6:00 PM 

For your home town shopping needs. 

401 Williams, Estancia, New Mexico  

 384 - 2371  

 First let me say that this program is 
for the elementary only. It isnôt new, but more 

and more schools are using it these days.  We 

started using it last school year and saw such a 
difference in how the students grew in under-

standing, vocabulary, and the mechanics of 

math overall. 

 The program was developed 

by the University of Chicago School 

Mathematics Project. It was exten-

sively researched and field tested in 

classrooms before publication. 

 Since students learn best 

through hands-on activities that build 

on their interests, they are better able 

to connect Everyday Math with their 

experiences.  

 The basic math skills of rote 

memorization and computation are 

not enough for todayôs student. Ca-

reers now require the ability to ac-

cess, evaluate, and use information to 

solve problems. Everyday Math gives 

students a problem-solving approach 

based on explaining solutions and 

strategies to each other.  

 It is a spiral program. If a 

student doesnôt fully understand a 

new concept, donôt worry. The con-

cept will be revisited later in the year. 

 Games are essential to the 

program, not optional or extra. The 

focus is on understanding the con-

cepts behind basic facts. Games are 

assigned as homework so expect to 

help your child learn and master 

skills by playing games as a family. 

 A variety of math tools are 

used such as calculators, compasses, 

rulers, straws, geo boards, and num-

ber cards.  Students record, organize, 

and demonstrate their learning in a 

math journal. The Student Reference 

Book contains information related to 

lesson content and game rules. 

 Students receive instruction 

in all major areas of math: number 

sense, data analysis, geometry, meas-

urement, algebra, and probability. 

They will explore metric and U.S. 

customary measures. In geometry an 

intuitive sense of 2-dimensional and 3

-dimensional objects, their properties, 

uses, and relationships will be devel-

oped.  

 Before doing algebraic func-

tions, students will have many hands-

on experiences in which they will 

draw and act out number stories, 

write number sentences, and find 

missing information by using Frames

-and-Arrows diagrams.  

 Some routines include Name 

Collection Boxes, Whatôs My Rule?, 

Fact Triangles, Mathematical Re-

flexes, and Frames and Arrows. Stu-

dents use name-collection boxes to 

develop the idea that there are many 

equivalent names for one number. In 

Whatôs My Rule? there is a diagram 

that represents an imaginary 

ñfunction machineò. The machine 

takes in a number, applies a rule, and 

puts out a new number. Fact Trian-

gles are used to practice and master 

basic number facts. Mathematical 

Reflexes build and maintain strong 

mental-arithmetic skills. Frames and 

Arrows builds a foundation for alge-

bra. 

 Homework is one way stu-

dents revisit concepts. By helping 

your child with Study Links and play-

ing math games at home, you are 

helping your child master skills. 

 Here is a sample lesson: 

¶ Warm-Up activities to build 

number sense and prepare for 

new content 

¶ Introduction of new content with 

a discussion and then exploring 

content through activities. 

¶ Ongoing learning practice by 

reviewing skills using math 

boxes, math journals, and games 

¶ Study Link sent home 

 Lesson plans always include 

options for meeting the needs of dif-

ferent types of learners. 

 More than one algorithm is 

taught so students can choose the one 

that works best for them. Some op-

tional algorithms are Partial-Sums 

Addition, Opposite-Change Rule, 

Trade-First Subtraction, Counting 

Up, Left-to-Right Subtraction, Same-

Change Rule, Partial-Differences 

Subtraction, and Lattice Multiplica-

tion to name a few.  

 As you can see, this is a well

-rounded program Liberty is pleased 

to offer your child. 

 

 The following students were 

accepted in the Creative Communica-

tion Spring 2009 Poetry Anthology 

Book.  They did an outstanding job. 

 

Brandon Fox for his Poem: 

Reverse 
 

Angel Gutierrez for her Poem:  

Rain Forest 

 

Suzie Ketterer for her Poem: 

A Strange Friendship 

 

Matthew Lindeman for his Poem: 

Fish 

 

Zachary Rogers for his Poem: 

The Frozen Volcano 

 

Tatiana Sonnenberg for her Poem: 

lll Fill  

 All the above students were 

from Ms. Merrittôs upper elementary.  

Our congratulations to each one for 

their work and achievements!! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Friends of the Library was happy to support the students nightly read-

ing program in the elementary.  Students were able to check out a variety of 

books from our school Library. 

 

 You would think that over 5000 books would be sufficient, but as is 

the case often, a number of our books had to be retired due to wear and tear.  

Also many of our books were used to begin with and now it is time for replace-

ment. 

 

 The teachers have requested that we increase the number of nonfiction 

titles as these seem to be the favorite of the majority of students.  Students in K

-2nd grade may read 5 books a week and many will read as many as 10.  We 

need more books for K-3rd.  Please feel free to donate books that your children 

have outgrown, but they have to be in good condition.  We would like to col-

lect donations to purchase: 

1. A collection on sea creatures for K-1stééééééééééé. 150.00 

2. A Physical Science collection for grades 2nd-4thééééééé.150.00 

3. A transportation seriesééééééééééééééééé...100.00 

4. Parents Read With Me Set Seriesééééééééééééé..150.00 

       ( this is an interaction set for parents/child ) 

 

 Thanks to the Friends of the Library and families who have donated  

books their children have outgrown.  We appreciate it so much and the students 

have put them to good use.  Our K-5th grades (16 students) read a combined 

45,000 minutes over the school year. 

 

 Anyone in the community or parents may join the 

 Friends of the Library. 

Please fill out the bottom portion and send it into the school.  You can make a 

difference in a childôs life by doing your part.  Thank you! 

 

 Yes, I would be pleased to participate in the Friends of the Li-

brary support group for the Liberty Ranch Christian School.  I realize that 

reading is very important and I can really get behind our children and do 

my part.  Below I have designated what I would like to do: 

 

___I would like to purchase one of your requests above (circle your pref-

erence number)                         #1     #2     #3     #4 

___I would like to make a one time donation of __________________ 

___I would like to become a NOVEL member for  10.00 

___I would like to become a CLASSIC member for 15.00 

___I would like to become a RESOURCES member for 50.00 

___I would like to become a SCIENCE member for 25.00 

___I would like to become a FAIRY TALE member for 5.00 

 

The dedication name plate should read: (please print) 

Name: _________________________________________ 

Address for sending you a thank you note: 

________________________________, 
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E M W   
GAS   
ASSOCIATION 

 
Serving most of  
Torrance County 

 

 E X P A N D I N G  

 FOR  

 THE  FUTURE 

&  
LOOKING OUT FOR 

YOU ! 
 

384-2369  or  384-2403 
FAX  384-2234 

P.O. Box 118 
Estancia, NM 87016                     

 

 
Catfish, 

Chicken and 

Shrimp  

5 to 9 PM   
     
 

Hours: 

MondayðThursday 7 AM to 8 PM 

FridayðSaturday 7 AM to 9 PM 

The Lutrick Family 

MAIN STREET,  ESTANCIA 

Come Eat With Us! 

384ð6000  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Parents for Liberty is a newly organized group of parents commit-

ted to the needs of the school and support our families and staff.  It isnôt just 

about fund raising,  it also provides opportunities for our parents, students, 

and staff to fellowship and learn together.   

 

 At the open house you will have an opportunity to join the PFL and 

receive a calendar of planned events for the 2009-2010 school year.  We 

hope that everyone will want to be involved and support your childôs school. 

 

 Just a hint to what is in the works: 

 
¶ Sales of school T-shirts 

¶ A pancake breakfast fund raiser 

¶ A spaghetti dinner night fund raiser 

¶ A booth at the Pumpkin Chunkinô Day festivities 

¶ Participating in the Christmas Parade 

¶ October Festival Celebration 

¶ Helping with the Christmas Program for the students 

¶ Many moreé. 

 

PLEASE COME BY AND VISIT THE BOOTH AT THE OPEN HOUSE  

Kimberly K. Fox  

 

 

 

 
Mrs. Fox, our elemen-

tary principal, will add  

another hat next year 

as Co-Administrator.  

She contributes endless hours to enrich-

ing our curriculum and plans for more 

excitement next year.  

 

 She will also be teaching 2nd 

and 3rd grades. When asked why she 

chose those particular grades, she stated, 

ñThey are so excited about learning, so 

inquisitive, and each new understanding 

becomes a part of who they are for the 

rest of their lives.  I love that age.ò   

 

¶ B.A. in Communication 

¶ A.A. in Liberal Arts 

¶ Working on Masters in K-8 Ed. 

¶ State Licensed teacher 

Edward F. Bragg 

 

 

 

 

 

¶ A.B. Linguistics, 

+259 post A.B. 

hours and still continuing 

¶ A.A. Theology + graduate hrs 

¶ Teaches High School  

¶ 28 + years experience   

¶ Principal/DIRECTOR of the  School   

¶ Whoôs Who of American Teachers  

 for 3 nominations in last 10 years 

 

 He is so much more than a teacher; 

he is an artist who can create and mold 

the very desire in a child to learn.  Watch-

ing him over the years, he builds and 

inspires students to look for answers, he 

credits each one with assurance that they 

see the picture clearly, and then he 

watches them bloom into young adults 

who grow into academic giants.  His tech-

nique is wrapped into his unique ability to 

teach any subject from memory.  Students 

are fascinated by his gift of knowledge.  

They present questions that would make 

many run for the books, but this man can 

give dates and facts that take several 

books to capture.  What he does with his 

abilities is give all he has to each child 

who will listené.and they do. 

                           Mary E. Bragg 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
                                

 I believe in Christian Education 

and have dedicated my life to putting 

together a program that will promote 

academics and emotional stability. 

 

     Mr. Bragg and I have raised some 46 

children in our home over the years and it 

has been a pleasure to be a part of what 

God is doing in the lives of the students.  

It often isnôt easy, but at the same time it 

is rewarding to see all the children grow 

and excel.  I have most always run the 

office and handled all the corporation 

work, but I did teach junior high for a 

while. 

    Isidro A. Vigil  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 Meet Mr. Vigil a former gradu-

ate of Liberty some years ago.  He is now 

married with two great children and lov-

ing wife.  He has a desire to return to 

Liberty and make a difference in the lives 

of students, just like it was for him years 

ago.  Mr. Vigil has been working in the 

electronic capacity for several years.  He 

is certified in several areas and will add a 

wonderful opportunity for the students to 

advance in electronics and computer un-

derstanding. 

 

 He brings with him a variety of 

skills, not limited to computers.  He is a 

Godly man who desires to make a differ-

ence in the lives of todayôs youth.  Two 

of his favorite subjects are History and 

Bible, of which he will be assisting Mr. 

Bragg in teaching. 

 

 Mr. Vigil has spent many hours 

this summer getting ready to do his part.  

He and Mr. Bragg has some interesting 

plans in the works for the coming year. 

Catherine D. Ketterer 

 

 

 

 

Everyone knows her by 

the name of Mrs. K.  She 

says, ñKids seem to stut-

ter when trying to say the 

er-er sound at the end of my name, so I 

shortened it to Mrs. K and it stuck.ò 

 Mrs. K teaches K4-K5-1st 

grades in one classroom.  This way she 

can refresh, teach for the first time, and 

review all the students and then progress 

them as they are able.  Her program in-

cludes math, science, history, language 

arts, music, and art.  It isnôt the old begin-

ning to learn classroom any longer.  

These kids are often reading at a 3rd 

grade level by end of the K5 year.  

¶ A.A. in Biblical Studies 

¶ A.A. in elementary education 

¶ + years past A.A. in ed 

¶ 24 years of experience 

 

Sheila G. Merritt 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 Ms. Merritt is the 4th-5th grade 

teacher.  She has been with Liberty since 

its beginning and also in Arizona prior to 

moving here some 24 years ago.  Taking 

time to raise her 3 girls, she has been 

working toward her education degree in 

elementary studies.   

 

 She enjoys teaching with hands

-on projects so that her students make 

concrete connections with what theyôre 

learning and the world they live in. 

 

 Ms. Merritt is the 2nd of the 46 

children Mrs. Bragg raised. Because 

someone cared about her needs, she now 

desires to pay it forward. ñMeeting the 

emotional and spiritual needs of students 

is just as important as their academic 

needs,ò says Ms. Merritt. 

 

¶ A.A. in elementary education 

¶ 18 years experience 

Tricia J. Forys 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Miss Tricia was a wonderful 

asset to the elementary program with her 

unique and educational arts lessons. 

 

 She is currently continuing her 

course of study to become an elementary 

teacher.  As a student aide, she will assist 

Mrs. Fox in a variety of educational du-

ties, working in the Library, and tutoring 

students in reading under Mrs. Foxôs 

direction.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

August-May is 

15.00 

 

Remember that 

Grandma or Auntie 

will enjoy reading 

about your childôs 

school and see the 

occasional picture. 

Send money and 

printed name and 

address to Liberty 

and  

we will do the rest. 

Thank You! 


